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Toolkit" case has revealed a lot, MEA responded to
irresponsible remarks IIV some celebrities: Jaishankar

VIJAYWADA (ANDHRA
PRADESH): External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Saturday said that there was
a reason why MEA reacted to
the remarks of some celebri-
ties in relation to protest by
farmer unions and noted that
they spoke "on matters on
which they obviously didn't
know very much".

The minister told ANI that
'toolkit' case, which is being
probed by police, has
revealed a lot. "I think it has
revealed a lot. We have to
wait and see what comes out.
You can see there was a rea-
son why the foreign ministry
reacted to the statements
which some celebrities gave
out on matters on which they

obviously didn't know very
much," Jaishankar said.

He was responding to a
question about 'toolkit' case.

The Ministry of External
Affairs had said in a state-
ment earlier this week that
protests by farmers against
new farm laws must be seen
in the context of India's dem-
ocratic ethos and polity, and
the efforts of the Government
and the concerned farmer
groups to resolve the
impasse.

"Before rushing to com-
ment on such matters, we
would urge that the facts be
ascertained, and a proper
understanding of the issues
at hand be undertaken. The
temptation of sensationalist

social media hashtags and
comments, especially when
resorted to by celebrities and
others, is neither accurate
nor responsible," the ministry
had said.

Delhi Police on Friday
wrote a letter to Google seek-
ing registration details and
activity log of the account
through which a "toolkit"
related to the farmers'

protest was created and
uploaded on the social media
platform. Two e-mail IDs, one
Instagram account and one
Unifrom Resource Locator
(URL) were mentioned in the
toolkit and police has asked
for details from the respec-
tive platforms.

The police had registered
an FIR against unnamed per-
sons in connection with the
creators of the "toolkit'.

Delhi  Police  Special
Commissioner Praveer
Ranjan had said they had
identified some 300 accounts
spreading dissatisfaction and

disharmony towards the
Government of India.
""Toolkit' account was

being run by a group of

55% HCWs vaccinated

with first dose of
C0V1d vax: Govt

NEW DELHI:The Centre said
on Saturday that around 55
per cent of health care work-
ers have been vaccinated in
the country so far whereas
nearly 5 per cent of frontline
workers have received the
Covid vaccine till date.

"As per the figures drawn
till 6 p.m. today, 56,36,868
health care and frontline
workers have been vaccinat-
ed. In which, 3,70,693 bene-
ficiaries were the frontline
while the remaining
52,660,175 were the health
care workers," the Union
Health Ministry said.

"The figure of health care
workers are 54.7 per cent of
their total strength registered
on CoWIN app while the
share of the frontline work-
ers inoculated till date stands
at 4.5 per cent," it specified.

The inoculation exercise
of health care workers start-
ed from January 16 whereas

the frontline workers started
receiving vaccine shots from
February 2.

Meanwhile, the ministry
also informed that 13 states
have covered more than 60
per cent of their health care
workers in the vaccination
drive. These states include
Bihar (76.6 per cent) Madhya
Pradesh (76.1) Tripura (76),
Uttarakhand (71.5), Mizoram
(69.7), Uttar Pradesh (69),
Kerala (68.1), Odisha (67.6),
Rajasthan (67.3), Himachal
Pradesh (66.8), Lakshadweep
(64.5), Andaman & Nicobar
Islands (62.9) and
Chattisgarh (60.5 per cent).

However, it also added
that 12 states fared poorly in
terms of vaccinating their
healthcare workers, includ-
ing Delhi which has only cov-
ered 37.1 per cent of them.
The least on the chart is
Puducherry which has vacci-
nated only 13.1 per cent of its
healthcare workers.

The ministry also
informed that all states and
Union territories have been
directed to complete the
administration of the first
dose of vaccines to their
health care workers by
February 20 and conclude
mop-up round by February
25. Tt also directed them to
push the beneficiaries' count
beyond the daily target of
100 per session.

Khalistanis. They had decid-
ed to conduct a digital strike
post the Republic Day inci-
dent. We have recovered a
document about the planned
execution. We have found out
that is a copycat execution.
As of now, we have registered
cases against the authors of
that account. The case has
been handed over to the
cyber cell. Investigations are
underway," he had said.

Swedish teen climate
activist Greta Thunberg had
on Wednesday posted the
"toolkit" in a tweet which she
later deleted. She had also
extended support to protest
by farmer unions on the bor-
ders of Delhi against the new
farm laws.

Congress workers with farmers stage a tractor rally to protest against th farm Iaws at Patan Tehsil, in

Jabalpur on Saturday.

(ANI Photo)

Govt must allocate
13% of Budget to
farm sector: BKS

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS), an RSS-
affiliated organisation, has
urged the government to allo-
cate a 13 per cent share of the
Union Budget to the agricul-
ture sector. BKS national gen-
eral  secretary  Dinesh
Kulkarni told IANS that the
budgetary allocation for agri-
culture has increased but it is
still less compared to its 13
per cent share of the total
GDP. Kulkarni said that agri-
culture contributes 13 per
cent to the Budget and so the
government must allocate 13
per cent of total Budget to the
agriculture sector. "The gov-
ernment said that there is an
increase in allocation in the
Union Budget for agriculture,
but instead of that the gov-
ernment must increase it in
percentage of the total budg-

et. The government must
allocate about 13 per cent of
total Budget for the agricul-
ture sector, which is at par
with its contribution to total
GDP of the country," he said.

Kulkarni suggested that
the increased budgetary allo-
cation can also be used for
agricultural research and
education which has almost
came to standstill due to lack
of funds. "Shortage of funds
has taken a toll on agricultur-
al research and education,"
he said, adding that by infus-
ing more funds the govern-
ment can put agriculture
research and education back
on track. Kulkarni further
stated that five to six per cent
of this 13 per cent of total
budget allocation must be
used for research and educa-
tion.

BJP will abide by SC judgement on Mhadei dispute: (T Ravi

PANAJIL: The best interests of
Goa and Karnataka are the
interest of the Bharatiya
Janata Party, the ruling
party's national general sec-
retary CT Ravi said on
Saturday, while commenting
on the ongoing Mhadei river
water dispute controversy
between the two states.

Ravi, who is in Goa to
attend the state executive
committee meeting of the
state BJP, also said that the

How Rakesh Tikait's emotion-
al outburst acted as ‘elixir
for farmers’ movement

ANAND SINGH

The next day, the crowd
which had thinned at

albeit unsuccessfully.
In 2014, he contested the

party would abide by the
judgement of the Supreme
Court, where the dispute is
currently being adjudicated.

"BJP works for national
interest. Goa and Karnataka
are like two eyes. Goa is like
Karnataka and Karnataka is
like Goa. The interests of both
states are the interest of our
party," Ravi, a sitting legisla-
tor from Karnataka, said
when asked to comment on
the Mhadei dispute.

"As far as Mhadei is con-
cerned, we will follow the
court's judgement," he also
said. Mhadei, also known as
the Mandovi river in Goa and
Mahadayi in Karnataka, is
considered as a lifeline in the
northern parts of Goa. It orig-
inates in Karnataka and
meets the Arabian Sea in
Panaji in Goa, while briefly
flowing through
Maharashtra. While the river
runs 28.8 km in Karnataka, it

Committed to cause, farmers at
Tikri Border not fazed by difficulties

NEW DELHI: Farmers sitting
on protest at Tikri, at the
Delhi-Haryana Border, have
an unflinching resolve that
difficulties cannot be a stum-
bling block for them.

Speaking to IANS, Manjeet
Singh, a farmer from
Haryana's Fatehabad dis-
trict, said, "It has been 74
days since we have been sit-

ting on protest in this cold
weather, along with our fam-
ilies. We hope the Modi gov-
ernment takes back these
three 'black' farm laws," he
added. Clearly, the sentiment
on the ground is that despite
the extreme cold, farmers
will continue to sit out in the
open in pursuit of their
cause.

is over 50 km in length in the
state Goa. Goa, Karnataka
are battling out a two
decade-long dispute over the
sharing of the Mhadei
waters. The Goa government
has already filed a contempt
petition accusing Karnataka
of diverting the river's water,
despite the Supreme Court
hearing another special.
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