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Privilege Committee of Lok Sabha to meet on Friday

to probe Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury's 'misconduct'
NEW DELHI : The Privilege
Committee of the Lok Sabha
will meet on Friday to probe
the "repeated misconduct" of
Congress MP Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury who was sus-
pended from the Lower
House last week.

The committee chaired by
BJP MP Sushil Kumar Singh
is set to deliberate on the
motion adopted by the Lok
Sabha on August 10 on the
"gross, deliberate and
repeated misconduct of Shri
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, MP
in utter disregard to the
House and authority of the
Chair leading to his suspen-
sion from the service of the
House with effect from 10
August 2023". Earlier on
August 10, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi

moved a resolution on the
suspension of Congress MP
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
from the House."This House
having taken serious note of
the gross, deliberate and
repeated misconduct of Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury in utter
disregard to the House and
authority of Chair resolve
that the matter of his miscon-
duct be referred to
Committee of Privileges of the
House for the further investi-
gation and report to the
House and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury be suspended
from the service of the House
till the Committee submits its
report," the resolution read.

The resolution was passed
by a voice vote. The resolu-
tion was moved after certain
remarks by Chowdhury on

the prime minister during the
no-confidence motion debate
triggered outrage from the
Treasury Benches.  Reacting
to his suspension, the
Congress MP said that sus-
pending members from the
House will "undermine the
spirit of Parliamentary
democracy" and termed the
practice as a "deliberate
design by the ruling party to
throttle the voice of the
Opposition". Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi
termed Chowdhury's actions
as "habitual and deliberate".
The Monsoon Session, 2023
of Parliament.

PM Modi spoke "less" on
Manipur during his speech
in Lok Sabha: Sharad Pawar

PUNE : NCP chief Sharad
Pawar on Monday alleged
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke "less"
on Manipur violence during
his reply to the motion of no-
confidence in Lok Sabha last
week.

He said Manipur was a
border state and if the Centre
is not paying adequate atten-
tion to the situation, "this is
the most serious worrisome
thing".

Pawar, who was speaking
to reports in Baramati,
referred to the opposition
parties pressing in Rajya
Sabha for discussion on
Manipur violence under Rule
287.

"Opposition raised this
issue again and again in the
Parliament but despite
demanding discussion under
a specific rule, our demand
was not fulfilled. The Prime
Minister spoke in Parliament
for over two hours but he
spoke for very less time (on
Manipur)," NCP chief said.

He alleged that the Prime
Minister did not announce
"strong steps" to tackle the
situation in the state.

Answering queries about
the proposed meeting of
INDIA bloc parties in
Mumbai, he said the MVA
allies will organise the meet-
ing.

"MVA leaders will hold a

meeting on August 31
evening, in Mumbai. On
September 1, the INDIA
Alliance will hold a meeting.
Uddhav Thackeray, I  and
Congress president Nana
Patole have taken the
responsibility to organise the
meet," the NCP chief said.

Sharad Pawar had earlier
scotched speculation follow-
ing a meeting between him
and Ajit Pawar, saying that it
was not a secret meeting.

"What is wrong with
meeting my nephew? How it
can become secret when it
was held at someone's resi-
dence. I was there at his res-
idence," he said.

Pawar noted some "well-
wishers" were trying to per-
suade him to join the BJP.

"As national president of
NCP, I am making it clear that
my party (NCP) will not go
with the BJP. Bharatiya
Janata Party's ideology does
not fit in NCP's political
framework," Sharad Pawar
had said while talking to the
reporters at Sangola in
Solapur district of
Maharashtra. Ajit Pawar had
joined hands with BJP last
month causing a split in the
Nationalist Congress Party.
He was sworn in as Deputy
Chief Minister. Some other
NCP MLAs also joined the
government led by Eknath
Shinde. 

"BJP wants to turn Election
Commission into...,": Akhilesh Yadav

Lucknow : Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
alleged that the Bharatiya
Janata Party wants to con-
vert the Election Commission
into its own party commis-
sion.

Speaking at a press con-
ference on the Bill moved by
the government to remove
the Chief Justice of India
from the panel to select
Election Commissioners,
Akhilesh Yadav said, "BJP
and RSS want to take the
Election Commission under
their control...they want to
make Election Commission
into a BJP commission."

Akhilesh Yadav accused
the Election Commission of
inaction when he had alleged
that thousands of votes were
cut from Samajwadi Party's
voter list before the elections.

"I had alleged that thou-
sands of votes were cut from
Samajwadi Party's voter list

before elections. They had
voted in 2019 but could not
vote in 2022. There are
18000 such voters whose
votes were deleted. They are
alive, staying at the same
place but could not vote in
2022," the Samajwadi Party
chief claimed.

Akhilesh Yadav accused
the BJP government of ruin-
ing the power supply system
set up by the Samajwadi gov-
ernment and said that the
power crisis looms in the
state even today. "The
Samajwadi Party is continu-
ously raising the basic ques-
tions. Even today the power
crisis is the same. The system
of electricity which was made
by the Samajwadi govern-
ment has been spoiled by the
Bharatiya Janata Party.
Animals are roaming freely,
vehicles are colliding with
bulls and people are dying,"
Akhilesh Yadav

said.Speaking about the trag-
ic loss of a newborn child in
Lucknow since the mother
could not book an ambulance
and reach the hospital,
Akhilesh said, "Even if you
call, the ambulance it does
not come. In Lucknow, a
pregnant woman could not
reach the hospital on time as
she could not get an ambu-
lance on call." "Governor's
House, Vidhan Sabha, CM
Awas...all stay nearby. But no
one came forward to help
and the child died after birth.
Deputy CM came in the last
moment on the day of the last
rites and played politics,"
Akhilesh Yadav said. Earlier,
Akhilesh Yadav who is also
the Leader of Opposition in
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
said that farmers should not
expect anything from the
Yogi Adityanath government,
as the government has been
grabbing land from the farm-

ers.Akhilesh Yadav ques-
tioned the Yogi government
and said, "While you are talk-
ing about opening the doors
of export for the farmers,
how much has been exported
till now? Trees are being cut
in Ayodhya, plantation of
trees is being shown on paper
but forests are not visible.
What happened to the crop
insurance scheme? Will you
be providing market to the
farmers? There has been no
progress on sustainable goal
discussion. We haven't spo-
ken on electricity yet."

Akhilesh Yadav further
took a jibe at CM Yogi and
said, "You are unable to
appoint the DGP of your
choice. The leader of the
House started dynastic poli-
tics. You became the MP, then
you became the head of the
Math. What is the progress
on the appointment of teach-
ers?"

Akhilesh Yadav also
claimed that there is a rise in
unemployment. "Yesterday
the PM said that 13 crore
people have been brought out
of poverty, here the UP .

Uttarakhand's Rishikesh
receives highest rainfall across
country in last 24 hrs: IMD
NEW DELHI : Uttarakhand's Rishikesh recorded the highest
rainfall, across the country, in a span of 24 hours on Monday
morning with the India Meteorological Department (IMD) data
showing that it received 42.00 cm of rain during the period.  

According to IMD, Rishikesh is followed by Himachal
Pradesh's Kangra which received 27.00 cm of rainfall in the
last 24 hours. 

Taking to social media X, formerly known as Twitter, IMD
said, "In the last 24 hours, intense rainfall has drenched vari-
ous parts of India. Rishikesh in Uttarakhand takes the lead
with a whopping 42.00 cm of rain, followed by Kangra,
Himachal Pradesh at 27.00 cm. Stay safe and stay informed!"

Due to heavy rains in Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh
for a few days, normal life has been disrupted in both states. 

Following heavy rains in Himachal, over two dozen people,
including seven in Solan after a cloudburst, nine in Shimla
temple collapse and seven in Mandi district, lost their lives and
several are feared trapped.

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
expressed condolences over the deaths in Solan district and
directed authorities to ensure all possible assistance and sup-
port.Himachal Pradesh Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla and CM
Sukhu inspected various areas in Shimla following tragic land-
slides.In Uttarakhand, Badrinath National Highway in the
Pipalkoti area in Chamoli district was blocked due to debris
triggered by a landslide, following intermittent rainfall. 

According to Chamoli district magistrate Himanshu
Khurana, heavy damage has been caused by heavy rains in the
Mayapur of Nagar Panchayat Pipalkoti. "On Sunday night in
Chamoli Badrinath National Highway Mayapur Gadora, the
devastation caused havoc in the Mayapur market. Many vehi-
cles in Mayapur are feared to be buried under the debris
caused by the intermittent rains," Chamoli district magistrate
said. Amid incessant rainfall, the water of the Nandakini River
entered houses of Kumartoli locality and drain water entered
inside shops in Pipalkoti in Chamoli district on Sunday night.

"Generic drugs' promotion by
NMC appears like running trains
without tracks": IMA
NEW DELHI : The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has shown
concern over the latest guidelines issued by National Medical
Commission (NMC) prescribing generic drugs. "The ill-advised
steps taken by NMC on the issue of generic drugs is an emer-
gency. The regulation is mandatory for doctors to prescribe
only generic drugs. It is a matter of great concern for IMA
since this directly impacts patients' care and safety. Generic
promotion needs to be genuine. Running trains without tracks
is how the present promotion of generic drugs by NMC
appears to be," said IMA in its statement. IMA further said that
the new guidelines of the NMC will not be in the best interest
of the patient. "NMC insists on its ethics guidelines to write
prescriptions only in generic names. This measure is just shift-
ing the choice from a medical practitioner who is primarily
concerned, trained and responsible for the patients' .

Independence Day 2023: What makes
kite flying tradition so special in India
MUMBAI : As Independence Day is around the corner, one thing
that most of us would love to do will be flying a kite. Kite flying is
an age-old tradition in India and on events such as Makar
Sankranti, Baisakhi, and Independence Day, children and adults
alike continue to participate with zeal in kite flying activities.
Every year kite flying competitions are held in different parts of
north India and people love to participate in it.Brightly coloured
kites, spools, and multicoloured threads create a beautiful
scene in the Indian skies, especially during harvest festivals
and Indian Independence Day. It is a symbol of patriotism on
this day and different kinds of kites with messages.

SC grants two
weeks protection
to Hyderabad
University pro-
fessor after com-
plaints against
him in Manipur
NEW DELHI : The Supreme
Court on Monday ordered
that no coercive steps shall
be taken for two weeks
against Hyderabad
University professor Kham
Khan Suan Hausing after two
complaints were lodged
against him in violence-hit
Manipur.A bench of Chief
Justice to f India DY
Chandrachud and Justices
JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra in its order said that in
order to facilitate Hausing in
seeking access to the compe-
tent court for appropriate
remedy no coercive steps
shall be taken against him
for two weeks."For two
weeks from today, no coer-
cive steps be taken against
him," said the bench.The
bench was hearing a plea by
the professor seeking protec-
tion from arrest in two com-
plaints. While one of the
complaints alleged.




