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New Delhi, Sep 16
(IANS) Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Monday claimed that the
national capital was not
affected by the economic
slowdown in the country,
however, he also implored
the Centre to take necessary
steps to improve the
situation.

"In this period of
economic slowdown, the
people of Delhi are not
feeling the pinch as much,
because of Delhi
government's schemes. We

all want the economic
situation of Delhi and the
country to improve," said
Kejriwal at an event
organised by the Chamber
of Trade and Industries.

Kejriwal, in the event,
awarded 36 successful
traders and businessmen
from Delhi.

Addressing traders, the
Chief Minister said, "Trade
is slowing down. There has
been no increase in the
salaries but people's
expenses are rising.
However, the Delhi

government has provided a
lot of support to the people
of Delhi, so that they do not
feel the pinch of the
slowdown as much. For
instance, we waived off the

electricity bills up to 200
units. We provided free
water and waived off the
old water bills. Now,
travelling in a bus will also
be free for women."

Commenting on the state
of the economy, Kejriwal
said there is a recession.

"I came across many
traders today, who told me
that around 30 to 40 per
cent of the turnover has
reduced. I hope the
economy will improve soon
so that the trade also
improves. We appeal to the

Central Government to take
all necessary steps to
improve the economy."

Kejriwal said he is from
traders family and so I can
understand the agony, pain
and problems of a trader
very well.

"We have always taken
care of the interests of the
traders. We now have GST
coming into force, but in
the first two years, the
Delhi government had
automatically reduced VAT
on all items from 12.5 per
cent to 5 per cent."

Delhi not affected by economic slowdown: Kejriwal
New Delhi, Sep 16

(IANS) The Supreme Court
on Monday said that the
Collegium has taken a
decision on the issue related
to elevation of Justice Akil
Kureshi as Chief Justice of
the Madhya Pradesh High
Court.A bench headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Ranjan Gogoi said that the
decision of the Collegium
will be uploaded on the
apex court's website soon.

The court was hearing
Gujarat High Court
Advocates Association's
petition challenging the
delay in the elevation of
Justice Kureshi.

The apex court had on
August 28 said it had
received a communication
from the Ministry of Law
and Justice on the

C o l l e g i u m ' s
recommendation to elevate
Justice Kureshi.

Senior advocate F.S.
Nariman, appearing for the
association, had said the
Union government should
act as "distinguished
communicator" on the
recommendation made by
the Collegium. On May 10,
the Supreme Court

Collegium headed by Chief
Justice Gogoi had
recommended Justice
Kureshi, currently the
senior most judge in the
Gujarat High Court, as the
most suitable candidate to
be appointed as the Chief
Justice of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court.

Disregarding the
recommendation, the
Centre notified the
appointment of Justice Ravi
Shanker Jha as the acting
Chief Justice of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court last
month after Justice Sanjay
Kumar Seth retired on June
9.

The association has
requested the court to direct
the Centre to implement the
Collegium's resolution of
May 10.

SC says Collegium has taken
decision on Justice Kureshi

Lucknow, Sep 16 (IANS) In a
major setback to the Yogi Adityanath
government, the Allahabad High
Court on Monday stayed its decision
to include 17 Other Backward Castes
(OBC) in the Scheduled Castes (SC)
list.

The court's decision came on a
petition filed by social activist Gorakh
Prasad.

On June 24, the state government
had directed District Magistrates and
Commissioners to issue Scheduled
Caste certificates to 17 OBCs -
Kashyap, Rajbhar, Dhivar, Bind,
Kumhar, Kahar, Kewat, Nishad, Bhar,
Mallah, Prajapati, Dhimar, Batham,
Turha, Godia, Manjhi and Machua.

The government's move was
apparently aimed at wooing these
communities ahead of by-elections to
12 Assembly seats.

The decision, incidentally, had been
criticized even by the BJP-led Central
government, with Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister Thawar
Chand Gehlot telling the Rajya Sabha
on July 2 that the move was not in
accordance with the Constitution.

Gehlot had said that if the UP
government wanted to go ahead with

its proposal, it should follow
procedure and send a proposal to the
Centre.BSP chief Mayawati had also
slammed the move as
"unconstitutional" and called it
"politically motivated".

"No government can include or
remove any caste from the Scheduled
Caste list. Article 341 prevents a
government from doing so. Only the
President and Parliament have the
powers to do so," she had said.

Part 1 of Article 341 clearly states
that the President can specify any
group to the SC list through a public
notification on the Governor's advice.
Part 2 says that if a notification is
released under part 1 of Article 341, it

can only be changed by Parliament.
Part 2 also states that Parliament can
specify, include or exclude any group
from the SC list.

She pointed out that the notification
cannot be undone by any other
notification.

"These castes will no longer get the
benefits of quota under the OBC
category. They will be treated as
general castes. It is clear that Yogi
government has issued this order to
deceive these castes," Mayawati had
said.The BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh is not the first to move the 17
OBCs to the SC list.

In 2005, the then Mulayam Singh
Yadav government passed the first
order to include 11 of these castes in
the SC list but the order was stayed
and the proposal sent to the Centre.

Subsequently, the BSP government
of Mayawati quashed the notification.

The BSP later said these castes
could be included in the SC list
provided the SC quota is increased.

The SP government of Akhilesh
Yadav again cleared the inclusion
proposal ahead of the 2017 assembly
elections but it was challenged and is
still in court.

HC strikes down Yogi's move to shift 17 OBCs to SC list

Congress demands Gangwar's
apology for 'North Indian' comments 
New Delhi, Sep 16 (IANS) The Congress party on

Monday slammed Union Labour
Minister Santosh Gangwar for his
comments on North Indian youth,
saying that the Minister should
either apologise for his remarks or
admit that the Central government
believes that North Indian youth
are essentially incapable.

Congress spokesperson Rajiv
Shukla also pointed out that the
country's unemployment rate has

touched an all-time high at 8.2 per cent. 
Blaming North Indian youth for failing to secure jobs at

an event in Bareilly on Sunday, Gangwar said that there
was no shortage of jobs but the companies wishing to
recruit say that these youths are ineligible. 

Shukla said here that one crore jobs were lost in 2018,
while youth unemployment is growing each year at 2.5 per
cent, . 

He also said that both the agriculture and manufacturing
sectors are lagging behind, while export is showing
negative growth.

According to the Congress spokesperson, while the
government should take measures to handle the situation,
its only response to the crisis has been with speeches and
issuing advertisements.

He noted that despite former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh saying that the goverment should accept that the
economy is in the grip of a slowdown, the Union
government is not accepting the fact.

Umroi (Meghalaya), Sep 16 (IANS)
The Indian Army and Royal Thai Army
began their latest joint exercise here on
Monday, an Army official said.

A total of 100 troops from the Indian
Army led by Colonel Rahul Joshi and 45
troops of Royal Thai Army led by Colonel
Thiradej Limkunagul are taking part in the
14-day Exercise MAITREE which is slated
to last till September 29.

The exercise will showcase the planning
and execution of joint skills of soldiers
while conducting Counter Terrorism
Operations in the state-of-the-art Joint
Training Node at Umroi Cantonment,
about 25 km from Shillong.

"The exercise will be conducted under
the overarching framework of United
Nations Mandate 2006. Both contingents

will share their valuable experiences in the
conduct of counter-terrorism operations in
form of lectures, drills, demonstrations and
skill-at-arm with an aim to refine tactics,
techniques and procedures," said defence
spokesperson, Wing Commander Ratnakar
Singh.

He said that Exercise MAITREE is an
annual joint military exercise which is
being conducted alternatively in Thailand
and India since 2006. This is the first time
that it is being held in Meghalaya. 

"The training will strengthen both the
countries in terms of security challenges
that we are facing right now... Both the
Royal Thai Army and Indian Army have a
long history... since 2006 we have been
conducting joint exercises. We are hoping
that we will continue this relationship with
the Indian Army," said Royal Thailand
Army's Col. Thiradej Limkunagul.

Col. Joshi said: "It is an opportunity for
the Indian Army to host the Royal Thai
Army in this joint military training
exercise. Both the countries have a long
association and such training enhances our
own capabilities and understanding. I am
sure both the teams will take lots of many
things from this joint military training."

India, Thailand begin joint
military exercise in Meghalaya

More than 650 stalls at the Canvas India Trade Fair in Gopal
Maidan, Bistupur are attracting a large number of consumers. The
fair which began on September 14 will continue till September 24.  

Agartala, Sep 16 (IANS)
Pakistan is sunk in the
poison of communal milieu,
Bangladesh is totally free
from that danger and that's
why the country
(Bangladesh) is now a role
model for many developing
nations, Bangladesh
Information Minister Hasan
Mahmud said
here."Bangladesh is now
heading in many indices
because the country is
entirely free from communal
hatred and environment.
Pakistan is deply sunk in the
poison of communal
settings, that's why it lagging
behind," Mahmud said here
on Sunday night after
inaugurating the first three-
day film festival. The
Bangladesh Minister said
that there was a rigorous
effort to break the secular
ethos of the country
specially after the
assassination of Sheikh
Mujibar Rahaman in August
1975 and that destructive
faction was partly
successful, but we could
restore the secular guiding
principle under the able
leadership of present Prime

Minister Sheikh
Hasina."Four years after the
country attained
independence from
Pakistan, "Bangabandhu"
(Sheikh Mujibur Rahman)
was eliminated to destroy
the humanity and a secular
nation.People belonging to
different religions like
Muslims, Hindus, Christians
and Buddhists had
contributed to the liberation
war," the minister
said."Returning to Dhaka, I
would ask the concerned
policy making bodies and
inform the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina to further
develop the roads and border
infrastructure along India-
Bangladesh frontiers",
Mahmud said. 

In the three-day film
festival, 20 films made with
India-Bangladesh joint
initiatives and movies on
Bangladesh liberation war

would be screened. 
The minister, who was

accompanied by many
intellectuals, parlia-
mentarians, senior officials,
artists, said that around 15
lakh Bangladeshi refugees, a
number larger than the
state's then population, had
taken shelter in Tripura
during the nine month long
liberastion war in
1971.Tripura Tourism and
Transport Minister Pranajit
Singh Roy said that if the
Bangladesh government did
not help India, the turbines
and heavy machineries for
the 726 MW gas based
power project in southern
Tripura could not be
transported to the
northeastern state from other
parts of India via
Bangladesh. "India-
Bangladesh connectivity
with the northeastern states
would soon be further
developing after the
completion of the 12.23 km
Agartala-Akaura railway
project being built at the cost
of Rs 972 crore and
construction of a big bridge
in southern Tripura over
river Feni. 

Pak is deep in communal
milieu: B'desh minister

Punjab CM asks Harsimrat to stop lying
about Nanak event

Chandigarh, Sep 16 (IANS) Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh here on Monday asked Akali leader
Harsimrat Badal to desist from exploiting the 550th birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev for petty political gains by
spreading falsehoods.Dubbing her attempts to malign his
government, the Chief Minister said the Union Minister
was trying to reduce the sacred occasion into a disgraceful
saga of fibs and fabrications.Instead of asking the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC),
which was a tool in the hands of her party to extend support
to the state-level events, Harsimrat was trying to drive a
wedge between the government and the religious body, he
said.Criticising her over divisive and provocative
statements, Singh said her recent comments had further
exposed her party's cheap mindset and disruptive political
agenda.For 10 years the SAD leaders tried to destroy every
vestige of state's socio-economic fibre and were now trying
to push the state back into its dark days with their
insensitive and contentious statements, he said.Pointing out
that the state had undertaken various development and
infrastructural initiatives leading up to the momentous
occasion, Singh said elaborate programmes had been
finalised for the main function, to be held on November 12
at the holy city of Sultanpur Lodhi.

Blind boy sodomised by
senior at Dehradun school

Dehradun, Sep 16
(IANS) In a shocking
incident, an 11-year-old boy
was sodomised by a 16-
year-old boy inside the
premises of a premier
institute for the visually
impaired here in
Uttarakhand.

The matter came to light
only when the victim
complained to the principal
of the institute on Rajpur
Road. The accused has
since been arrested and
handed over to the police.
He has been kept under
house arrest at the same
institute. 

Ashok Kumar, Additional
Director General of Police,
Uttarakhand, confirmed the
incident to IANS and said
that the alleged act of
sodomy took place on
September 2. When the
victim complained to the
principal of the institute,
internal probe was initiated.
The principal Deepika
Mathur approached the
Rajpur Marg Police Station
only on September 6. Since
the incident happened at the
premier institute for the
visually impaired
established by the
government of India, we
took time to investigate the
matter. 

Maharashtra to deploy drones for
emergency medical supplies

Mumbai, Sep 16 (IANS) In a first, the Maharashtra
government has joined hands
with private drone operator
Zilpline to deliver blood
products and emergency
medicines to people in remote
areas in collaboration with

Serum Institute of India (SII), an official said on Monday.
Scheduled for an early 2020 launch, the Maharashtra

Medical Drone Delivery Service (MMDDS) will be
available 24x7, on-demand, and would include emergency
deliveries of blood products, vaccines and life-saving
medication.

For this, Zipline will set up 10 distribution centres -
starting with Pune and Nandurbar - for launching MMDDS
in phases across the state and the ultimate goal is to cover
all the 12 crore people by reaching them life-saving
medicines within minutes.

The first two distribution centres will be financed
through a grant by the SII, and the other centres will be set
up by the government and other private or philanthropic
partners.

The drones will take off and land at Zipline's distribution
centres without requiring any additional infrastructure or
manpower at the clinics they would serve.

Each drone can fly autonomously carrying upto 1.8 kgs
cargo at 110 km per hour with a round-trip range of 160 km
(80 km both ways) braving even adverse weather
conditions, explained an official.

Each distribution centre would cater to a delivery area of
over 20,000 sq km and effectively serve around 20 million
people. The deliveries will be made from the sky, with the
drone descending to a safe height and dropping a parachute
with its medical cargo at a designated spot.

8,98,050 LPG refills delivered to 
homes in J&K: Govt

New Delhi, Sep 16 (IANS) The Centre on Monday told
the Supreme Court it is taking
proper care of supply of essential
commodities to the people in
Jammu and Kashmir, saying
8,98,050 LPG refills have been
delivered to home and 6.46 lakh

quintals of ration distributed in the last one month.
Apprising the bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan

Gogoi, the government said all possible steps to reduce
inconvenience to the public are being taken.

The court was told that the government has already kept
safe three months' stock of essential commodities like food
grains, liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders, petrol,
and diesel.

Also, the government has introduced Special Market
Intervention Price Scheme to purchase apples this season
from the apple growers.

The scheme will focus mainly in purchasing the fruits
from apple growing districts in Jammu and Kashmir and
fruit market situated in Sopore (Baramulla), Parimpora
(Srinagar), Shopian and Batingo (Anantnag) so as to ensure
that the farmers are not exploited and get remunerative
prices.
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