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CBI REGISTERS
CASE AGAINST
JAIPUR CLERK,
PRIVATE HOSPITAL
REPRESENTATIVE
FOR ABUSING
OFFICIAL
POSITION

JAIPUR (RAJASTHAN)
[INDIA] : The Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBD) has registered a
case against a Lower
Division Clerk (LDC) post-
ed in the Central
Government Health
Scheme (CGHS), Jaipur, a
representative of an
Ajmer-based private hos-
pital and unknown others
for allegedly abusing their
official position, the CBI
said.

As per the CBI, the
accused were trying to
obtain illegal gratification
from private hospitals
that were aspiring to be
empanelled with CGHS,
the said.

CBI registered a case
based on a complaint
received  from  the
Additional Director,
CGHS, Jaipur.

"CBI has registered at
a case against an LDC,
CGHS, Jaipur and a repre-
sentative of Ajmer based
private  hospital and
unknown others on the
basis of a complaint
received from Additional
Director, CGHS, Jaipur. It
was alleged that accused
LDC while working in the
Office of Additional
Director, CGHS, Jaipur, in
conspiracy with other
accused persons, abused
his official position to
obtain illegal gratification
from private hospitals
which were aspiring to be
empaneled with CGHS,"
the agency said in a press
release.

Searches were con-
ducted today at three
locations/premises of the
accused at Jaipur and
Ajmer, which led to the
recovery of incriminating
documents.

Further investigation
is underway.

BANK FRAUD CASE: ED
ATTACHES IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES WORTH
OVER RS 78 CR OWNED
BY GAUTAM THAPAR

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The
Enforcement Directorate has
provisionally attached 24
immovable properties worth
Rs 78.18 crore of a company
"beneficially owned" by busi-
nessman Gautam Thapar as
part of a probe into alleged
bank loan fraud of over Rs
466 crore at the Yes Bank, the
ED said on Saturday. The ED
has provisionally attached 24
immovable properties span-
ning 52.11 acres of land in
Gurugram, Haryana, under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act. "Directorate
of Enforcement (ED) has pro-
visionally attached 24 immov-
able properties spanning
52.11 acres of land valued at
Rs 78.18 crore belonging to
M/s Oyester Buildwell Private
Limited, a company whose
beneficial owner is Gautam
Thapar. The properties so
attached are located in
Gurugram, Haryana," as per
an official press release. ED
initiated investigation on the
basis of an FIR registered by
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) under var-
ious sections of IPC, 1860
against M/s Oyster Buildwell
Pvt. Ltd., M/s Avantha Realty
Ltd., Gautam Thapar and oth-
ers having committed crimi-
nal breach of trust, cheating,
criminal conspiracy and for-
gery for diversion/misappro-
priation of the public money
during the period from 2017
to 2019 and causing loss to
the tune of Rs 466.51 crore to
YES Bank, ED stated in the
release.

Centre discharges Puja Khedkar
from IAS with immediate effect

NEW DELHI [INDIA] : The
Centre on Saturday dis-
charged IAS Probationer Puja
Manorama Dilip Khedkar
with immediate effect from
the Indian Administrative
Service (IAS).

This comes weeks after
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) cancelled
Khedkar's provisional candi-
dature.

Khedkar has been dis-
charged from the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)
under Rule 12 of IAS
(Probation) Rules, 1954, with
immediate effect."

Rule 12 of TAS (Probation)
Rules, 1954, provides for dis-
charge on ground of a proba-
tioner having been found to
be ineligible to be recruited to

the Service. According to
sources, Khedkar was found
to have availed of more num-
ber of attempts at the Civil
services examination than
her claimed category pf OBC
and PwD permitted an had
exhausted that that limit
prior to 2022 the year of her

selection.

On July 31, the UPSC
through a press statement
stated that it has taken a
decision to cancel the provi-
sional candidature of Puja
Khedkar, who was facing
accusations of cheating and
forgery. The UPSC found Puja

Khedkar guilty of violating
rules and debarred her from
all the future exams and
selections.

The UPSC stated that it
has carefully considered the
request of Puja Khedkar and
in order to meet the ends of
justice, she was granted time
till 3:30 pm of 30th July, 2024
so0 as to enable her to submit
the response to the show
cause notice.

Former probationary IAS
Puja Khedkar moved the
Delhi High Court in August
challenging Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC)
decision to cancel her candi-
dature.

The Delhi Police through a
fresh status report filed has
informed the Delhi High

Rahul Gandhi can roam around Kashmir because
of PM Modi: Union Minister Jitendra Singh

UDHAMPUR (JAMMU AND
KASHMIR) : Noting that the
security situation in the
Kashmir valley has improved
after Narendra Modi became
Prime  Minister,  Union
Minister Jitendra Singh on
Saturday said that Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi was
able to roam around the val-
ley because of PM Modi.

"It is because of PM Modi,
that Rahul Gandhi is free to
roam around and enjoy his
time in Kashmir. When they
were in the centre and the
state, they never dared to
come out of their security
blanket. It is PM Modi who
has ensured their 'Azadi' and
security," Singh told
reporters here. Earlier in the
day, launching a scathing
attack on Congress and the
National Conference's mani-
festo, Union Minister and BJP
leader Amit Shah said that
the Congress-NC alliance
wanted to bring back the old
system and start talks with
Pakistan but "till there is no
peace, there will be no talks
with Pakistan.

Criticising the Congress
and National Conference's
manifesto, Shah said that

they want to spread terror-
ism, snatch reservations of
Gujjars, Bakarwal, Paharis
and Dalits, release criminals
and start LOC trade with
Pakistan in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Stating the BJP's 10 agen-
das for elections, Shah said,
"Congress and NC want to
bring back two flags, article
in Jammu and Kashmir, will
you? They want to snatch the
reservation of  Gujjars,
Bakarwal, Paharis and
Dalits. I want to tell one thing
to Rahul Gandhi: no matter
how much effort you put in,
we will not let the reservation
of Gujjars, Bakarwal, Paharis
and Dalits be touched.
Abrogation of Article 370 has
given rights to women, will
you let them snatch their
rights? They want to release
the criminals wrapped up in
terrorism, but we won't let
them spread terrorism in
Jammu, Poonch, Rajouri, and
Doda. They say we will
restart LoC trade, but who
will benefit from it? Their
profit will be used in spread-
ing terrorism. They want to
talk to Pakistan but I want to
say that till there is no peace,

Ex-Minister Bachan
Singh Arya resigns
from BJP; to

contest Haryana
polls as independent

NEW DELHI : In a setback for
the Bharatiya Janata Party
ahead of the Haryana
Assembly Elections, former
state minister Bachan Singh
Arya resigned from the party
on Saturday.

The development comes
after the party denied ticket
to Arya and fielded
Ramkumar Gautam from
Safidon in its first list of the
candidates for the Haryana
Polls.

Arya has resigned from
the primary membership and
state executive of BJP, per the
resignation letter submitted
to the party.

Bachan Singh Arya has
decided to fight as an inde-
pendent candidate.

"l have said this earlier
too. Today, public told me to
leave it (the party), you saw
that it was a crowd of 10,000
people...I had joined BJP
when they (public) had told
me. People were not satisfied
with their work, Jind was not
suited to their
workstyle...People of the con-
stituency have ignored BJP...I
am contesting on the ticket of
the public, they offered me
and I accepted it because it is
they who have to vote...Those
who have come from outside
have never won," Arya told
ANL

The BJP released its first
list of 67 candidates on
Wednesday for the 90-mem-
ber assembly.

According to the list, Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
will contest from the Ladwa
constituency.

Earlier, Haryana Minister
and BJP leader Ranjit Singh
Chautala on  Thursday
resigned from the Cabinet
after being denied a ticket by
the party for the upcoming
assembly polls.

Ranjit Chautala, brother
of former Haryana Chief
Minister ~ Om  Prakash
Chautala, has decided to fight
as an independent candidate

from the Rania seat.

"I will contest as an inde-
pendent candidate from the
Rania Assembly constituency.
It is the decision of the people
of my constituency. I have
resigned from the minister's
post. After I did not get the
ticket, I took this decision,"
he told ANL

The BJP has fielded
Shishpal Kamhoj from Rania
seat in its first list of candi-
dates.

Other prominent leaders
in the first list are Gian
Chand Gupta, Kanwar Pal
Gurjar, Sunita Duggal,
Bhavya Bishnoi, and Tejpal
Tanwar. Gian Chand Gupta
will contest from Panchkula,
Kanwar Pal Gurjar from
Jagadhri, Sunita Duggal from
Ratia, Bhavya Bishnoi from
Adampur, and Tejpal Tanwar
from Sohna.

Following the distribution
of tickets, former Haryana
Minister Karan Dev Kambhoj,
who held the post of state
BJP OBC Morcha chief,
announced his resignation
from all the posts of the
Bharatiya Janata Party and
said there has been injustice
with workers in the distribu-
tion of tickets.

Voting for assembly polls
in Haryana will be held on
October 5 and votes will be
counted on October 8.
Jammu and Kashmir will go
the polls on September 18, 25
and October 1 and votes will
also be counted on October 8.

there will be no talks with
Pakistan."

Shah on Friday released
the Bhartiya Janata Party's
manifesto for the upcoming
Jammu and  Kashmir
Assembly elections. The BJP
has made 25 promises,
focussing on women, youths,
Kashmiri Pandits, restoring
temples and wiping out ter-
rorism. Jammu and Kashmir
assembly polls will be held in
three phases on September

18, 25 and October 1.

There are a total number
of 90 assembly constituencies
in Jammu and Kashmir, out
of which 7 seats are reserved
for SCs and 9 seats are
reserved for STs. According
to the Election Commission of
India, Jammu and Kashmir
has 88.06 lakh eligible elec-
tors. These are the first
assembly elections to be held
in Kashmir after the abroga-
tion of Article 370.

Uttar Pradesh: Search operation
intensifies in Bahraich to catch
remaining two wolves

BAHRAICH (UTTAR
PRADESH) The search
operation to hunt the remain-
ing two "killer" wolves has
intensified as the fear of
attack is still persisting
among the people of
Bahraich, and to put a stop to
wolf attacks, forest depart-
ment team is working tire-
lessly.

According to  forest
sources, among the two
wolves, one is a lone wolf that
is attacking people.

Talking about the opera-
tion, General Manager of the
Forest Department, Sanjay
Pathak, told ANI, "We are
working rigorously with our
team with 24-hour monitor-
ing of the affected areas."

He also said that instead
of goats, now sheep will be
placed near their habitat so
the wolf can eat it because
sheep is their preference,
and once they get sheep,
their behaviour of "man-eat-
ing" will definitely change
and then won't be a problem
for humans.

Pathak also added that in
the garb of this operation,
much misinformation is also
propagated, and false news
of wolf spotting hinders their
search operation as forest
personnel move to those par-
ticular areas to search for the
wolves, and most of the time
they turn out to be jackals.

Talking about rumours,
Pathak also said that cur-
rently they were just giving
warnings to rumour ped-
dlers, but if such rumours
don't stop, then they are con-
sidering asking district
administration and police to
take necessary action against
such people as it hinders the
operation.

He also said that snap
cameras have also been
installed near the habitat of
wolves so that we can locate

them and learn their position
so we can rescue them.

Meanwhile, in the wake of
wolf attacks, the Bahraich
district administration has
built shelter homes to protect
the villagers from the men-
ace. The district administra-
tion has converted the
Panchayat Bhawan built ear-
lier into a shelter home.

In Chandpaiya village of
Mahasi tehsil of Bahraich,
the administration has con-
verted  the  Panchayat
Bhawan into a shelter home
so that the villagers who do
not have homes or houses
with wooden doors can take
shelter in these protected
accommodations.

Many people are living in
these protected homes due to
the fear of wolves and the
dilapidated condition of their
houses. The people living in
the Panchayat Bhawan shel-
ter home narrated their
ordeal about the terror of
wolves that had spread in the
village as they were forced to
leave their homes and live
here.

The supervisor at the
shelter home said, "Here
arrangements have been
made for the villagers to stay.
7 to 8 people come here to
stay. Some people have been
staying for the last five days
and others for the last 10
days. As the number of peo-
ple will keep increasing more
arrangements will be provid-
ed. They are staying here due
to fear and the poor condition
of their homes. Here the MLA
and panchayat officials are
taking care. There is an ade-
quate arrangement of drink-
ing water and toilets."

So far four wolves have
been caught. Drone visuals
taken on Saturday morning
at Harbaksh Purwa village
showed a vast stretch of agri-
cultural land under surveil-
lance.

On Saturday morning, 2-3
kilometres away from
Harbaksh Purwa, forest offi-
cials conducted a search
operation to capture the wolf
as it was located here on
Friday night with the help of
thermal drones.

Court that suspended trainee
IAS Puja Khedkar submitted
two disability certificates,
with the suspicion that one of
them might be forged.

In her recent reply to the
Delhi High Court, Pooja
Khedkar, who faces accusa-
tions of cheating and improp-
erly securing OBC and dis-
ability quota benefits, stated
that the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) does not
have the authority to disqual-
ify her.

UPSC had argued that
Puja Khedkar is a "master-
mind" and that her actions
would not have been possible
without the assistance of oth-
ers. This argument supports
their position that custodial
interrogation is necessary.

UTTAR PRADESH: 4
PEOPLE DEAD,

15 RESCUED IN
LUCKNOW BUILD-
ING COLLAPSE;
RESCUE OPERA-
TIONS UNDERWAY

LUCKNOW (UTTAR
PRADESH) : Four people
were killed and fifteen
people have been rescued,
and several are feared to
be trapped in the building
collapse that took place in
Lucknow's Transport
Nagar area on Saturday,
said an official. "So far, 4
people have died in the
incident. The rescue oper-
ation is being carried out,"
Lucknow Divisional
Commissioner, Roshan
Jacob told ANI. "NDRF,
SDRE, fire brigade, and
police are carrying out
rescue operations at the
spot," Municipal
Commissioner Lucknow
Indrajit Singh told ANI
Earlier, Chief Fire Officer
(CFO) Mangesh Kumar
said that many people are
still feared trapped in the
collapsed building. "More
people are said to be
trapped... The exact num-
ber of the trapped people
is yet to be ascertained,"
Kumar said. Rescue oper-
ations to evacuate the
trapped  people are
underway.

Monpa community of Arunachal
Pradesh offers long-life prayers
for the Dalai Lama

DHARAMSHALA
(HIMACHAL PRADESH)
Over two thousand people
from the Tawang region of
Arunachal Pradesh mainly
from the Monpa community
gathered at the main Tibetan
temple, Tsuglagkhang,
Dharamshala on Saturday to
offer long-life prayers for
Tibetan spiritual leader the
14th Dalai Lama.

The event attended by the
Dalai Lama, the Tibetan com-
munity in-exile and various
leaders of Arunachal Pradesh
including Chief Minister
Pema Khandu, MP Tapir Gao,
Pasang Dorjee, minister for
education and Tourism and
Zingnu Namchoom, MLA
Namsai. Tsering Dicky, a fol-
lower from Tawang said, "We
have come here to offer long-
life prayers for his holiness
the Dalai Lama, our chief
minister and other leaders
have also come here as it's a

very significant occasion for
all of us."

The Tibetan government-
in-exile held a felicitation
event to welcome leaders of
Arunachal Pradesh.

After the prayer ceremo-
ny, the Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA) held an
event to welcome them.

The leaders from
Arunachal Pradesh include
CM Pema Khandu, Tapir Gao,
MP from Arunachal Pradesh
and Co-convener of the All
Party Indian Parliamentary
Forum for Tibet; Pasang
Dorjee Sona, Minister for
Education and Tourism; and
Zingnu Namchoom, MLA
Namsai.

Sikyong/ CTA president
Pempa Tsering expressed his
gratitude towards all the
leaders and people of
Arunachal Pradesh as they
have organised this long-life
prayer.
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